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NAME:Group Resource for Review 
PERSIA analysis worksheet

Culture: Pan-EUROPEAN                   Era: _The 1600s   (Actually 1450-1650)
(the ‘stacked’ changes of the Renaissance,  the Reformation, the Scientific Revolution, and Exploration )

Politics and Government: Who is in charge?  (title, how they got there)
- Kings; hereditary 
- More nation-states, and increasing respect for sovereign states 
- Cities are developing, leading to more king-based power

Economics: How are people’s basic needs met?  What is trade like?
- Although most of the population was still peasant farmers, some trading cities were growing, 
especially with Columbian Exchange, new crops (potatoes!).  Population growth
- Development of  investment structures like the Joint Stock Company to fuel overseas voyages and eventually development of overseas resource extraction  (see below on middle class)
- Countries w/overseas colonies pursue mercantilism
- Gold and Silver from the New World also cause shift to money economy and Inflation
Religion: What is the dominant religion?  What role does religion play in this culture?
( Major change in this era, with the Protestant Reformation bringing about the loss of Roman Catholic control over many regions (eventually settling in as, roughly, the north is Protestant and the south is Catholic).
- Catholic Church also reforms itself in Counter-Reformation
- Many of the power conflicts (in England, France, German states) have a protestant vs. catholic religious element
Society and Social Class: How is society organized?   Is there social mobility?
- Still very hierarchical, though a small middle class is beginning to develop.   
- Where there are strong professional, merchant, or artisan middle class groups in a city, those groups have some political voice through guilds or representative councils (“burgesses”)
Ideas – Developments in Science, Technology, and the Arts: How do we learn? How do we express ourselves?
(HUGE shift in this era – aided by the development of the scientific method and of the printing press
- Humanism is flourishing; (the giants of Renaissance Art)
- Advances in astronomy (Heliocentrism, Galileo) Physics & Math (Newton), Medicine, Chemistry
Area / Geography: How does where we live impact the way we live?
- Discovery of the “New World”; shifts resulting from Columbian Exchange and global contact (development of colonies)
