Date: 9-9-14

NAME:_______All of us together_________________

PERSIA analysis worksheet

Culture:__Western European_______      Era: __Middle Ages, 600-1350_____________
Politics and Government: Who is in charge?  (title, how they got there)
The political system was based on Feudalism, which means that the peasants are told what to do by the vassals and the vassals are told what to do by the lords. The lords provide protection, and the vassals and serfs provide goods by their labor.
The whole system is based on a hierarchy (like a pyramid) of loyalties.    (There’s a diagram for this that you can get to from the VOCAB page)
Economics: How are people’s basic needs met?  What is trade like?
Most of the good were provided by the peasants’ (serfs’) labor. They have self-sufficient villages.  The system is called Manorialism, and it works with the Feudalism.
Not a lot of trade.
Religion: What is the dominant religion?  What role does religion play in this culture?

Roman Catholic Christianity.
Roman Catholicism has a very strong hierarchy with the Pope at the top.  
Roman Catholicism teaches that the Seven Sacraments are the path to Heaven (so you know that that means about NOT participating in them, right?). 
Because of these beliefs, the church was able to use threatening excommunication to control people and gain political power.
The church also actively moved against (like, executed) groups that questioned it.
It is impossible to overstate the importance of the Roman Catholic Church to the culture of Europe in the Middle Ages.
Society and Social Class: How is society organized?   Is there social mobility?
Serfs, vassals, lords, and kings = no social mobility. 
Ideas – Developments in Science, Technology, and the Arts: How do we learn? How do we express ourselves?

The Roman Catholic Church had control over most aspects of education and information – scholarship was centered in monasteries and church-run universities.  It also was the main supporter of the arts, so most sculpture and painting was about religious topics.
Area / Geography: How does where we live impact the way we live?
Western Europe was at the edge of the areas of the world (like China, India, and the Muslim world) where there was lots of trade going on.  They were relatively isolated.

